
2017 Mesilla Valley CowBelles 
 

We started our year off with discussions of possible fundraising ideas, attending district workshop, 
sponsorship of Las Cruces Public Schools Calendar art contest, and Women in Ag Leadership conference. 
 
District workshop was attended by Mary Esther Grider, Fita Witte, and Gretchen Lindsay in Deming at St. 
Claires’ Winery. The state officers put on a fabulous workshop, informing the group of updates from the 
legislature, ANCW updates/news, new ideas for mid year meeting, and input for the 60 year celebration 
of NMCB at annual meeting in December.  
 
Jennifer Witte, daughter of Jeff and Janet Witte, was our nomination for the Pat Nowlin Memorial 
Scholarship. Jennifer is attending New Mexico State University, following in the footsteps of her older 
brother, mother, father, and many family members. Jennifer plans to major in Ag Biology. 
Congratulations to Jennifer on receiving this wonderful scholarship! 
 
Once again, MVCB was a sponsor for the LCPS calendar art contest. The two categories for this year 
were K-2 and 3-5. As in previous year’s, it was very difficult to narrow down the winning submissions. 
The winning pictures were displayed at the Veteran’s Building during the Southern New Mexico State 
Fair in September. 
 
Before we knew it, fair time was upon us. Mesilla Valley CowBelles sponsored the Grand Champion 
Buckle for Steers and Senior Showman Buckle for the Beef show. The beef by products poster was an 
addition at the booth this year which generated a lot of interest from patrons of the fair. This is a great 
educational mechanism and very good conversation starter. Many beef recipes and educational material 
were handed out during the 5 day fair.  
 
Janet Witte and Traci Curry organized Ag tours for the fair this year. Thankfully, the weather cooperated 
and tours were a big success! Numerous students benefitted from these tours, learning about various 
aspects of Agriculture. Thank you to Janet and Traci for all that you do for our industry!! 
 
On the heels of the fair brought us NMSU Ag Day the last weekend in October. MVCB had a booth with 
wheel of fun facts for everyone that stopped by. Goody bags were handed out with coloring books, 
crayons, beef recipes, and educational material. Attendance at event was fabulous! 
 
Preliminary plans are in the works for Ag Day at one of the inner-city schools in the spring.  
 
Our officers for 2018 will be:  
President: Gretchen Lindsay Treasurer: Janet Witte 
679 Loomis Road 1860 Foxboro Court 
Las Cruces, NM 88007 Las Cruces, NM 88007 
(575) 644-2320 janetwitte@msn.com 
gglindsay@q.com 
 
Vice President: Vicki Gove Secretary: TBD 
4856 Windrose Ct 
Las Cruces, NM 88007 
brg.deg@gmail.com 


